
 
 

 
March 11, 2024 
  
The Center for Teaching Excellence monthly newsletter provides information about events sponsored by 
the CTE as well as around the university and beyond. We also highlight resources available to Alliant 
faculty on the CTE site and elsewhere.  
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Center for Teaching Excellence Events 
  

 
  

 
Upcoming 
   
March 21, 2024, 12:00-1:00 PM Pacific Time 
A Guide to the Essential Canvas Features and Functions You Might Be Missing is a 
60-minute online webinar suitable for anyone who wants to improve their skills with 
Canvas. Participants will discover and explore some of the hidden and advanced features 
and functions of Canvas that can enhance the learning experience and outcomes for 
instructors and students. They will also have the opportunity to ask questions and share 
feedback with the webinar facilitator and other participants. 
 
Registration link - 
https://alliant.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqcuGgpzoqEtVS5dUM7MjkJVTf306eJWg
4 
  

Center for Teaching Excellence On Demand Events 
 

 
 

 
GenAI Garage is a 90-minute online workshop for beginners who have a desire but little 
experience exploring and tinkering with Generative AI tools. Through a hands-on 
approach, participants will learn by doing while discovering the potential and limitations of 
Generative AI, creating content using various tools, and sharing insights and feedback 
with others. 
Webinar link -  GenAI Garage Webinar                  
 
Art and Science of the Prompt is a 60-minute online workshop that teaches how to craft 
effective prompts for GenAI tools. The workshop requires active participation from 
attendees, as they will be asked to write, share, and discuss their own prompts throughout 
the session. Participants will learn the principles and techniques of prompt engineering, 
practice with different GenAI tools and domains, and evaluate the quality and reliability of 
the outputs generated.  
Webinar link -    Art_and_Science_of_the_Prompt-AI-series-02152024.mp4                
                                                              

Resources from the Department of Online Teaching 

  

Canvas Content Sharing: Online and On-Ground 
 
Instructor Inquiry 

https://cte.alliant.edu/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliant.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJcqcuGgpzoqEtVS5dUM7MjkJVTf306eJWg4&data=05%7C02%7Cmelissa.vervinck%40alliant.edu%7Ce44acff387ad436136f808dc281c873d%7C3ef51dea185f49c79f4df2142ef89865%7C0%7C0%7C638429350212424945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=51x7OTuM3YDx9EUjxKf3TMrC78eEyxZ60IPQORDrOtY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliant.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJcqcuGgpzoqEtVS5dUM7MjkJVTf306eJWg4&data=05%7C02%7Cmelissa.vervinck%40alliant.edu%7Ce44acff387ad436136f808dc281c873d%7C3ef51dea185f49c79f4df2142ef89865%7C0%7C0%7C638429350212424945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=51x7OTuM3YDx9EUjxKf3TMrC78eEyxZ60IPQORDrOtY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliantintluni.sharepoint.com%2F%3Av%3A%2Fs%2FAAStudent%2FERAnlCquxp5PnrwqzorhtgwBbLUaReAQ0XtaU_ZleOd8PQ&data=05%7C02%7Cmelissa.vervinck%40alliant.edu%7Ce44acff387ad436136f808dc281c873d%7C3ef51dea185f49c79f4df2142ef89865%7C0%7C0%7C638429350212431772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PZcBI%2F8AmGzLYqc%2Fw%2BCwcw8EvyPK4sFLDzznKdotI6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliantintluni.sharepoint.com%2F%3Av%3A%2Fs%2FAAStudent%2FEcyfYzXArnBFoKfTC-qZD5UBrzEP73QxFMaL7k0dJvCyqw%3Fnav%3DeyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%253D%26e%3DSUUm5x&data=05%7C02%7Cdducker%40alliant.edu%7C19620d3a20ec40ec744d08dc2f0a0aba%7C3ef51dea185f49c79f4df2142ef89865%7C0%7C0%7C638436967492509120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yWNTIZlNo4xiUkgxgeY53Xcgk%2BmWTRmnJ3506KNS8V4%3D&reserved=0


 
  

Dear Online Learning Team, 
I am writing to ask you about the best way to share some content from my Canvas course 
with a colleague. I have created some modules, pages, and quizzes that I think would be 
useful for their course as well. Could you please advise me on how to do this in a safe 
and efficient way?  
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
 
Professor Cole Aballator 
 
Online Learning Team Response 
Instructors are the best collaborators, and we appreciate your desire to share your 
knowledge with others. The best way to do this depends on the mode of your course – 
online or on-ground. In these two contexts, you have different options and features 
available to you in Canvas. Let’s explore the main differences between these two delivery 
methods in Canvas. 
 
Sharing Content: On-Ground Courses 
One of the main differences between online and on-ground courses is related to importing 
and exporting content. Importing and exporting content allows you to reuse or share 
content from previous or current courses, such as modules, pages, quizzes, assignments, 
etc.  
 
 

 
 
If you are teaching an on-ground course for Alliant, you can import and export content 
from your course by going to the course settings and selecting the Import Course Content 
or Export Course Content option. Then, you can choose what type of content you want to 
import or export and follow the instructions on the screen. Importing and exporting content 
can save you time and effort if you teach multiple sections or courses.  
 

  
 
Another way to share content from a course taught on-ground is by using the “Send to” 
option. This option allows you to share a module, assignment, or quiz by choosing “Send 
to” and entering the other person’s email address.  



 
 
Then, the other person will be able to access what you shared in Canvas by clicking on 
Shared Content in their Account area. This is a convenient way to collaborate with other 
instructors or share best practices.  
 
Sharing Content: Online Courses 
If you are teaching an online course, you cannot currently import or export content. You 
can download files and share them via OneDrive or as email attachments, but you cannot 
share pages, modules, or quizzes. This is because online courses are designed and 
developed by the Online Learning team in collaboration with Subject Matter Experts, 
Program Directors, and others, and they follow a specific format which includes having 
specific deadlines for attendance purposes and other requirements that need to be met by 
you and your students. Therefore, some features in Canvas are limited for online courses.  
Despite that, you can share a file with another instructor. They can view it, but they cannot 
import it into another online course. Nonetheless, they could import it into a course being 
taught on-ground. Similarly, if you want to import online course material into an on-ground 
course, you can do that, but you will need to contact the Online Learning Team for 
assistance. 
 
Conclusion 
We appreciate this question and the opportunity to provide awareness of how the setting 
in which you teach affects what you can do in Canvas. If you have any further questions, 
concerns, or need help, please contact us. No matter what setting you currently teach in, 
you can reach us by email at onlinelearningstaff@alliant.edu. 
  

Teaching Tips 

  
Generative AI Detection 
 
With the widespread use of Generative AI, instructors have become concerned that 
students will use them to respond to assignments and then submit the output as their own. 
This concern has been accompanied by the development of tools to detect whether a 
written assignment was generated by AI. There is some controversy, however, about the 
effectiveness and utility of these tools, and, in fact, whether they should be used at all. 
Below are some resources that provide information to consider in deciding what to do. 
 

• This is from a recording of a November 17, 2023, CTE webinar presented by Dr. 
Jeremy Bond and Dr. Melissa Vervinck: Considerations When Using AI Detection 
Tools  

• This is a recent summary article from Inside Higher Education on the status of AI 
detection tools in higher education: Professors Cautious of Tools to Detect AI 
Generated Writing 

mailto:onlinelearningstaff@alliant.edu
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliantintluni.sharepoint.com%2F%3Av%3A%2Fs%2FAAStudent%2FETI0mWikJydAr5t-MX9zL-ABb-TfwF_fr1VGWATXe2H1cg%3Fe%3DXZmmQC&data=05%7C02%7Cdducker%40alliant.edu%7Cf2116fc1b6f6472529fb08dc2e783839%7C3ef51dea185f49c79f4df2142ef89865%7C0%7C0%7C638436342557538734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RIKrV0RsHzewOIf9RYyI%2FYrRlvgiifVUY0pAjY%2BWmwI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliantintluni.sharepoint.com%2F%3Av%3A%2Fs%2FAAStudent%2FETI0mWikJydAr5t-MX9zL-ABb-TfwF_fr1VGWATXe2H1cg%3Fe%3DXZmmQC&data=05%7C02%7Cdducker%40alliant.edu%7Cf2116fc1b6f6472529fb08dc2e783839%7C3ef51dea185f49c79f4df2142ef89865%7C0%7C0%7C638436342557538734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RIKrV0RsHzewOIf9RYyI%2FYrRlvgiifVUY0pAjY%2BWmwI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/artificial-intelligence/2024/02/09/professors-proceed-caution-using-ai
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/tech-innovation/artificial-intelligence/2024/02/09/professors-proceed-caution-using-ai


• The University of Kansas Center for Teaching Excellence site discusses why 
instructors should use caution using AI detection tools, including Turnitin. It offers 
suggestions for how to use these tools and what to consider when assessing the 
results: Why you should use caution with AI detectors 

• This post from Stanford University Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence in May 
2023 presents findings that indicate that “The detectors are not particularly 
reliable. Worse yet, they are especially unreliable when the real author (a human) 
is not a native English speaker.” AI Detectors Biased Against Non-Native English 
Writer 

• This post, written in August 2023, provides an introduction to generative AI and 
discusses the reliability of AI detectors: How Reliable Are AI Detectors? 

• This post from the Cornell University Center for Teaching Innovation explains why 
they do not recommend the use of AI detection tools: “We currently do not 
recommend using current automatic detection algorithms for academic integrity 
violations using generative AI, given their unreliability and current inability to 
provide definitive evidence of violations. We believe that establishing trusting 
relationships with students and designing authentic assessments will likely be far 
more effective than policing students.” Detecting AI Generated Content 

• This post from the Center for Teaching Excellence at Boston College lists 
alternative to AI detection tools instructors can use: ChatGPT in Teaching and 
Learning 

• The Rochester Institute of Technology Center for Teaching and Learning also 
provides a list of course design strategies that it recommends instead of AI 
detection tools. (There is a specific note about Turnitin AI Detector):  Course 
Activities Designed for Authentic Student Work 

• The University of Wisconsin/Green Bay Center for Advancement of Teaching and 
Learning lists strategies for creating “Generative AI Resistant” assessments. 

• This article provides a list of writing tips to use to avoid AI detection: 
Tips to Avoid AI Detection in Writing 

• This is what Turnitin says about its AI writing detection tool, including the 
possibility of false positives: 
“We’d like to emphasize that Turnitin does not make a determination of 
misconduct even in the space of text similarity; rather, we provide data for 
educators to make an informed decision based on their academic and institutional 
policies. The same is true for our AI writing detection—given that our false 
positive rate is not zero, you as the instructor will need to apply your professional 
judgment, knowledge of your students, and the specific context surrounding the 
assignment.” Turnitin’s Writing Detection 

 

Other Resources  

 

 

 
Does Using AI Aid Learning? 
 
This blog post by Dr. Regan A. R. Gurung, Executive Director of the Center for Teaching 
and Learning at Oregon State University and Professor of Psychological Science, 
summarized the results of a meta-analysis of research on chatbots. Focusing on 24 
studies, the authors found “There was a statistically significant effect of using chatbots on 
learning in many realms. Using AI improved learning performance, motivation to learn, the 
sense of being able to succeed as a learning (i.e., self-efficacy), interest, and the 
perceived value of learning. Chatbot use also relieved learner’s anxiety.” Despite cautions 
about the problems with meta-analyses and limits to generalizability, Dr. Gurung 
concluded because the effects of Chatbots on learning were large, “Faculty need to reflect 
on the best ways to harness the benefits of this tool.”  
 

https://cte.ku.edu/careful-use-ai-detectors
https://hai.stanford.edu/news/ai-detectors-biased-against-non-native-english-writers
https://hai.stanford.edu/news/ai-detectors-biased-against-non-native-english-writers
https://www.theblogsmith.com/blog/how-reliable-are-ai-detectors/#:~:text=likely%20AI-generated.-,Can%20AI%20Detectors%20Be%20Wrong%3F,possible%20with%20the%20current%20tools
https://teaching.cornell.edu/generative-artificial-intelligence/ai-academic-integrity
https://cteresources.bc.edu/documentation/artificial-intelligence-in-teaching-and-learning/
https://cteresources.bc.edu/documentation/artificial-intelligence-in-teaching-and-learning/
https://www.rit.edu/teaching/ai-authentic-work
https://www.rit.edu/teaching/ai-authentic-work
https://blog.uwgb.edu/catl/strategies-for-creating-generative-ai-resistant-assessments/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://surferseo.com/blog/avoid-ai-detection/
https://www.turnitin.com/solutions/topics/ai-writing/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/osuteaching/2024/02/26/rap-on-does-using-ai-aid-learning-there-is-certainly-promise/


Does Using AI Aid Learning? 
 

Shared Resources 

  

 
 

 
Learn Student Names and Pronouns 
 
The MIT Teaching + Learning Lab blog provides the following tips for learning student 
names and pronouns. 
 
Introductions 

• On your course syllabus and the first day of class, introduce yourself by sharing 
what you’d like students to call you, your pronouns, and how to pronounce your 
name. 

• In a pre-semester survey, ask students to share their name, phonetic 
pronunciation, and pronouns (see ideas for questions in pre-semester surveys  
here). 

• In a community building activity, create opportunities for students to share the 
story of their name.  

• During the first weeks of class, ask students to introduce themselves to each 
other during small group activities and to say their name each time they ask a 
question or share a comment in class. 

• When addressing groups of people or people whose pronouns you haven’t been 
told, use gender-neutral language such as, “everyone,” “folks,” “all,” or “y’all,” 
rather than “guys,” “ladies,” “ma’am,” or “sir.”  
 

Learning how to pronounce names 

• Invite each student to record themselves saying their name using a (free) tool like 
namedrop  that produces a link to the recording. You can also record your own 
name and include the link in the syllabus, canvas site, and your email signature. 

• Consult a database of name pronunciations: You can upload a list of your 
students’ names to a database such as NameShouts to hear authentic 
pronunciation of names verified by linguists and native speakers. 

• Phonetic spelling: Invite students to share phonetic spelling of their names (see 
instructions here) or a familiar word that rhymes with their name. 

• You can invite each student to share their name recordings or phonetic spellings 
in a pre-semester survey, a Canvas assignment, and/or email signature. 

• Memory strategies for learning names and pronouns 

• Whenever possible, practice recalling a person’s name and pronouns (e.g., as 
they enter the classroom, ask a question, or take an exam in class).  

• Visualize the student, recall their name, and imagine referring to the student using 
the correct name and pronouns when they email you or when you encounter their 
assignment submission on Canvas.  

• If you teach in a large class, invite students to create name cards using large 
blank index cards that can be seen by you and by others in the class. You can 
invite students to add their pronouns (if they wish). 

• Invite students to correct you if you make a mistake with their name, your 
pronunciation of it, or their pronouns.  If you make a mistake, acknowledge your 
error, apologize, and to correct it.  
 

Learn student names and pronouns 

  
Faculty Success and Well-Being 

   

https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/osuteaching/2024/02/26/rap-on-does-using-ai-aid-learning-there-is-certainly-promise/
https://onehe.org/eu-activity/survey-students-early-in-the-semester-pre-course-survey/
https://onehe.org/eu-activity/introductions-story-of-your-name/
https://onehe.org/eu-activity/introductions-story-of-your-name/
https://namedrop.io/
https://www.nameshouts.com/
https://www.cmu.edu/hub/registrar/docs/phonetic-spelling-instructions.pdf
https://tll.mit.edu/learn-student-names-and-pronouns/?mc_cid=cb803b6a39&mc_eid=d761cc6b2e


 
  

Creating a CV 
This article in the Chronicle of Higher Education answers common questions of early-
career academics on creating a CV. According to the authors, “A CV is a record of your 
scholarly life. Your goal is to organize the document such that your accomplishments leap 
off the page and need no interpretation. Unlike a résumé or a cover letter, a vita is 
intended to be comprehensive, in that you are expected to list everything you’ve done in 
graduate school and beyond.” They go on to provide advice on format, length, and specific 
information to include (e.g., education, honors and awards, publications, courses taught, 
university service, skills, interests, and memberships). 
 
Creating a CV  

 

https://www.chronicle.com/article/dos-and-donts-of-creating-your-cv

