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CTE News You Can Use

Searching the CTE Site

The CTE website is searchable. A small magnifying glass icon appears at the top right-hand corner of
every page. It allows users to enter a word or phrase to search for a topic of interest. For example, a
search for the word Accessibility yields the following results:

Writing Multiple Choice Questions

Universal Design for Learning

12 Disability-Friendly Universal Principles

Universal Design

Why Breaks Need to Be More than Five Minutes

Quick Guide to Accessible Syllabi

Accommodations

Using Universal Design in Teaching: Practical Applications
Digital Accessibility in Online and On Ground Teaching

Future Events
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GenAl in Practice: Real-World Integration by Alliant Faculty
April 16, 2026, 12:00 — 1:00pm PT

Dr. Jacob Westerberg, Adjunct, CSPP, PhD 1/O Psych

Dr. Beth Kelly, SOE, PD for the MA ABA

Dr. Kristen Curry, Assistant Professor, CSPP, MACC, Fresno

Reqister here

Explore how Alliant faculty integrate Generative Al into courses and assignments. Gain insights from
their successes and challenges, along with practical ideas to engage students and prepare them for
future careers. Leave with clear, manageable strategies you can apply to begin integrating Al into
your teaching practice.

Past Events Available On Demand

Chairing Dissertations: How to Successfully Guide Students

Through the Dissertation Process
By Dr. Rebecca Bokoch
February 13, 2026,12:00 — 1:00 pm PT

Recording

This workshop will focus on how to guide students through the dissertation process and lead them to
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successful and prompt dissertation completion. The workshop will discuss approaches to different
stages of the dissertation, as well as overall strategies. It will cover areas such as choosing
dissertation topics, common roadblocks and challenges, dissertation assignments, supervisory
approach, and use of timelines and rubrics, as well as other tools and tips. There will be time to ask
questions and to share ideas to add to the list of effective dissertation chairing strategies.

Resources from the Online Teaching Team

Microsoft in Practice: Faculty-Focused Features

This three-part series highlights key tips for Microsoft Office tools, starting with Word (March), then
PowerPoint (April) and Excel (May). Each featured tip is used by our team and aims to help you work
more efficiently, while reducing common frustrations.

Microsoft in Practice: PowerPoint

In the second article of this series, let’s look at Microsoft PowerPoint, focusing on updating existing
templates to reflect Alliant’s new branding colors and logos. PowerPoint is frequently used for
lectures, presentations, and shared instructional materials across multiple courses, and updating
them to the current branding guidelines can feel time-consuming if you are not sure where to start.
However, there is an easier way to streamline this process and ensure consistency.

Rather than updating slides individually, our team uses several strategies for efficiency. First, a
custom color palette is created, incorporating official branding hex codes. This ensures approved
colors are utilized during slide design or editing. Additionally, we use the Slide Master to modify key
design elements, which determine the overall presentation style. By following these practices, we
achieve a consistent appearance across all course materials while minimizing redundant revisions.

Effortlessly Create a Custom Color Palette (Melissa’s Tip)

Creating a custom color palette in PowerPoint ensures Alliant’s branding colors are easy to find and
used consistently. Instead of searching for colors or reapplying branding slide by slide, the approved
colors can be built directly into PPT and are ready to use whenever you create or update content.

When this feature is most helpful
e Apply correct colors with one click.
e Ensuring that PPT and documents are

cohesive. = == - - =
How to access it 1 Forits - m—
1. Open the presentation or template you i
plan to use. & { o —
2. Go to Design, open Variants, then select - , ’EZ_::
Colors — Customize Colors. — = = —
3. Name the palette something clear, such - - P

as Alliant Brand Colors — 2026. -
4. For each color:
o Select More Colors — Custom

o Paste the hex code.

o Select OK

5. Select Save. Your palette will now Did you know?
appear under Design — Colors. When you create and save a custom color theme in

6. APP'Y th_e palette to update your PowerPoint, it automatically becomes available in Word
slides with approved brand colors. and Excel on the same computer, so you can use the

exact same branding colors across all your files.



Alliant Branding Colors (Hex Codes)
Text/Background — Dark 1: Black #0000
Text/Background — Light 1: White #FFFFFF
Text/Background — Dark 2: Dark Gray #3F3F3F
Text/Background — Light 2: Light Gray #F2F2F2
Accent 1: Indigo #362997

Accent 2: Flame #FF6550

Accent 3: White #FFFFF

Accent 4: Evergreen #21524B

Accent 5: Cyan #62BEF8

Accent 6: Gold #F9C248

Hyperlink: Indigo #362997

Followed Hyperlink: Gray #797979

Re-designing old slides: Why won’t the old logo GO AWAY!? (Jeremy'’s tip)

With our recent re-branding comes many opportunities to update PowerPoint slides with the new
Alliant log and colors. Changing some slides to the new design template created some challenge, as
elements of the old design persisted even
after applying the new template. Knowing
how to edit the “Slide Master” is key.

When this feature is most helpful:

o Editing the slide master directly will
allow you to remove unwanted
elements (such as an old logo).

e Ensure everything is as desired.

2 Alliant
# Univers

How to access it

Click View from the ribbon.

Locate the Master Views tool group.
Click Slide Master.

Edit the slide’s design as needed.
Click Close Master View to return to
regular editing.

Did you know?

Editing the Slide Master lets you update an entire
presentation at once instead of fixing slides one
by one.
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Teaching Tips

Al Literacy

Al literacy has been defined as "a set of competencies that enables individuals to critically evaluate Al
technologies; communicate and collaborate effectively with Al; and use Al as a tool online, at home,
and in the workplace." (Long & Magerko, 2020)

What are the components of Al literacy? The US Department of Labor recently developed an Al
literacy framework that focuses on five areas of Al knowledge:
¢ Understand Al principles: Know core Al concepts, capabilities, and limitations.
o Explore Al uses: Examine Al tools and their use, and how Al can complement human
expertise.
e Direct Al effectively: Understand how to prompt Al and provide appropriate context to
produce effective outputs.
o Evaluate Al outputs: Assess Al outputs for accuracy and relevance; learn how to further
refine those outputs.
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Use Al responsibly: Learn how to employ Al ethically, protect critical information, and
ensure accountability for outcomes. U.S. Department of Labor Al Literacy Framework

How can students learn these literacies? The US Department of Labor has also developed 7 key
principles for the effective delivery of Al learning.

Enable experiential learning: Create hands-on learning experiences in real-world situations.
Embed learning in context: Integrate learning into existing processes or characteristics of a
given industry.

Build complementary human skills: Use Al to augment human judgment, creativity,
communication, and problem-solving.

Address prerequisites to Al literacy: Address barriers such as foundational digital literacy
and broadband access.

Create pathways for continued learning: Create routes to develop enhanced and
specialized Al skills.

Prepare enabling roles: Equip managers, educators, and others to support people’s Al
learning.

Design for agility: Develop processes to quickly update content and delivery methods as Al
evolves. U.S. Department of Labor Al Literacy Framework

Find the complete original document here.

Additional ideas include the following:

Discuss course learning goals, why they are important, and how students can best achieve

them.

Include an Al policy on the syllabus, which establishes guidelines for its use.

Post the policy on the course Canvas site, mention it in assignment prompts, and discuss it

during class and individual meetings.

Require students to disclose use of Al and the purpose for which it was used.

If students are not permitted to use Al, design assignments that minimize Al’s utility (e.g.,

personal reflections, oral presentation, or in-class assignments).

Model responsible Al use by being transparent about how you use it (e.g., preparing

materials, generating content, or providing feedback).

Discuss the limitations and the value of using Al tools.

o Are there ways students can use Al to improve their editing and revising skills?

o How can students verify facts that may bey misrepresented by these tools?

o Can students learn to refine and improve work that is Al-generated?

Encourage students to use Al thoughtfully and effectively as an aid in learning (e.g.,

generating study questions, analyzing content from multiple perspectives, or critiquing Al-

generated output).

Address ethical issues.

o Academic honesty

o Bias and fairness

o Responsible use of technology (e.g., privacy, data security and environmental impact,
and copyright and intellectual property)

Keep equity in mind. Not every student will want to use or afford to create an account for

these Al tools.

Sources:

Al Literacy & Ethics
Resources for Teaching in the Age of Al



https://www.apaservices.org/practice/business/technology/on-the-horizon/ai-literacy-framework
https://www.apaservices.org/practice/business/technology/on-the-horizon/ai-literacy-framework
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/advisories/ten-07-25
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/advisories/ten-07-25
https://bokcenter.harvard.edu/ai-literacy-and-ethics
https://ctlo.caltech.edu/universityteaching/resources/resources-for-teaching-in-the-age-of-ai

Other Resources

Accessibility Resources for Canvas

The University of Chicago Academic Technology Solutions Learning Design Team has created a
page describing their Aim for Accessible challenge. It provides information on ways to fix accessibility
issues in Canvas courses. They report that a large majority of errors are color contrast errors and
provide a table that compares inaccessible colors in Canvas and their accessible counterparts. They
also provide short videos on how to fix the following:

Color contrast issues
Empty links
Alternative text
Empty headings
Accessible tables

Shared Resources
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Alliant Repository of References and Resources for Al (ARORRA)

Alliant University is excited to share a repository for information about Artificial Intelligence (Al),
particularly information related to mental health practice and services. The Alliant Repository of
References and Resources for Al (ARORRA) contains the Al use Guidelines for Students and links to
common brands of Al chatbots, image generators, video generators, companion bots, clinical training
tools, assessment tools, clinical scribes, therapy tools, quantitative and qualitative research tools,
writing tools, audio tools, and other commons Al tools (including links to websites that are focused on
the intersection of Al and mental health). ARORRA also contains a glossary of common terms related
to Al and a list of nearly 200 up-to-date references about emerging topics. It is designed as a living
document, so please let us know if you know of other resources we could share.

Faculty Well-Being and Success
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Morning Toolkit

On his Substack, Wonder Tools, Jeremy Caplan claims that he uses “about 20 morning apps, sites,
and gadgets for reading, writing, listening, and getting stuff done”. He provides annotated
descriptions of the tools he uses throughout the morning. For example, during the commute, “l use
Snipd to listen to podcasts on the way to work. Here’s my full take. | also rely on Readwise Reader
to catch up on articles I've saved. It works offline on the subway. Here’s why it’s worth trying. | use
Superhuman to check work email’. When he is doing research, he uses “Perplexity, which provides
thorough, citation-backed search results powered by Al models that understand my detailed queries.
The summary saves me from digging through hundreds of raw links. (My Perplexity update)”. He
also uses Claude Projects and NotebookLM. “These Al tools help me find common themes, key
ideas, and examples in prior materials I've created, so | can build on my own past work. (More on
Claude Projects & my guide to NotebookLM).”

Dalia Ducker
D4 dducker@alliant.edu
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