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• Explosive increase in AI adoption, with usage jumping from 
53% in 2024 to 88% in 2025 among undergraduate students 
(Freeman, 2025)

• Digital Education Council (2024) found 86% of students 
globally use AI in their studies, with 54% using it weekly and 
nearly one in four using it daily

Context
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“The AI you're using 
right now is the worst 
AI you'll ever use.” 

–Ethan Mollick, Professor, 
Wharton School, UPenn
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• Academic Artificial Intelligence (AI) Use Guidelines for Students: 

http://bit.ly/4sJ0xqU

• Summary: 

– Permitted Uses: Grammar/spelling correction, formatting suggestions, and brainstorming are 

allowed. All final work must reflect your own understanding and critical thinking.

– Required When Using AI: Disclose AI assistance, fact-check all AI-generated content, cite AI tools 

in APA format, and retain original drafts or prompts if requested.

– Not Permitted: Submitting unrevised AI-generated content, using AI on exams without approval, 

sharing sensitive information with AI platforms, or using AI to bypass course activities.

– Violations may result in grade penalties, academic remediation, or SERC referral. 

When in doubt, ask your instructor before submitting.

Relevant Guidance @ Alliant

http://bit.ly/4sJ0xqU
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The Tools

The “Big Four”
• OpenAI ChatGPT

• Microsoft Copilot

• Anthropic Claude

• Google Gemini

(Attewell, 2025)

Others…
• Grammarly

• Snapchat My AI

• NotebookLM

• Suno

• Etc. 

• ARORRA: 

https://contentmaterial.alliant.ed

u/content/arorra/

https://contentmaterial.alliant.edu/content/arorra/
https://contentmaterial.alliant.edu/content/arorra/
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Ethical Uses

Augmentation

• Tutor

• Consultant

• Collaborator

• Coach

• Proofreader

• Research Assistant

• “Peer” Reviewer

• Accessibility Aid
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"Help me think through the theoretical framing for 

my thesis. I'm drawing on Vygotsky and 

Bronfenbrenner; where do their models align and 

where do they differ?”

Collaborator: 
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Collaborator

Why it works:

Reinforces that the student brings the knowledge

Demonstrates appropriate AI boundaries

Mirrors how real academics work (bouncing ideas off colleagues)

Positions AI in a way to ‘stress test’ student thinking
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"I'm struggling to understand the difference between 

moderation and mediation in my stats course. Without 

giving me the answer, can you explain it with an 

example relevant to educational research? Then, can 

we step through that example piece by piece?"

Tutoring



11© 2025 Alliant University

Tutoring

Why it works:

States the specific struggle (mediation / moderation)

Provides and asks for context – an example

Requests a step-by-step walkthrough (process over product)

Explicitly asks NOT to just provide the answer (ethical guardrail)
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"Summarize the key methodological approaches 

used in studies on cognitive load theory 

published in the last five years, then flag any I 

should verify."

Research Assistant 
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Practice: 

"Act as a skeptical but fair 
dissertation committee member 
and ask me three tough questions 
about my proposed qualitative 
research design."
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Using AI

USE AI to:​

✓ Identify research directions and 

topics​

✓ Suggest search strategies and 

keywords

✓ Recommend types of sources

✓ Help organize thinking about the 

topic

DO NOT Use AI to:

▪ Write the essay or major sections​

▪ Generate a thesis statement

▪ Create citations​

▪ Provide "the answer" instead of 

helping to develop your own 

argument
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Caveats & Cautions

• Hallucination, Fabrication, & Limitations

• Bias & Representation Issues

• Access Inequity

• Privacy & Data Security

• Degradation of Skills
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The Darker Side

• Environmental Impacts

• Exploitive Labor Practices

• LLM Training Manipulation

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-SA

https://jedimasterhouse.blogspot.com/2011/04/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


17© 2025 Alliant University

"AI is an extraction machine 

that feeds off humanity's 

collective effort and 

intelligence, churning through 

ever-larger datasets to power 

its algorithms."



• Q&A/Discussion/Thank you

• Contact Information:
Jeremy.bond@alliant.edu
MVilla@alliant.edu 

mailto:Jeremy.bond@alliant.edu
mailto:MVilla@alliant.edu
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