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Searching the CTE Site 
 
The CTE website is searchable. A small magnifying glass icon appears at the top right-hand corner of 
every page. It allows users to enter a word or phrase to search for a topic of interest. For example, a 
search for the phrase well-being yields the following results: 

• Balancing Structure and Flexibility 

• AI Literacy 

• International Students 

• Writing Teaching Statements 

• Peer Review by Students 

• Academic Rigor 

• Course Ground Rules 

• Teaching Students How to Succeed 

• Teaching Tips for New Instructors  

Future Events 

 
 

 
 

Teaching Beyond the Template: Turning a Designed Course into Your 
Course 
Meredith Killgore Villa, M.Ed., M.M. and Melissa Vervinck, DET 
August 20, 2026 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. PT 
Registration opens soon; link to follow. 
 
Instructors bring experience, perspective, and connection, building on the strong foundation provided by 
pre-designed courses. This session focuses on where you have flexibility within a designed course and 
how to use that space intentionally, emphasizing high-impact choices that feel natural and manageable. 
 
Using Canvas and AI tools, we will explore practical, time-efficient strategies that can be applied by 
anyone teaching in Canvas to: 

• add clarity and guidance at key points in the course 

• stay visible without feeling like you have to be “always on” 

• communicate consistently through reusable messaging 

• use feedback and Canvas data to support student progress and real-world application 
 
The goal is simple: to help you bring the course design and your teaching approach together in a way 
that feels effective, intentional, and supportive of student success, regardless of how long you have 
been using Canvas. 
 
 

mailto:cte@alliant.edu
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/course-design/balancing-structure-and-flexibility/
https://cte.alliant.edu/ai-literacy/
https://cte.alliant.edu/teaching-all/international-students/
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/mentoring-and-supervision/writing-teaching-statements/
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/assessment/peer-review/
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/course-design/academic-rigor/
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/instructional-strategies/course_ground_rules/
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/mentoring-and-supervision/teaching-students-how-to-succeed/
https://cte.alliant.edu/resources-for-teaching/new-faculty/teaching-tips-for-new-instructors/


   

 

   

 

Innovative AI Applications Across Learning Taxonomies 
Noah Hass-Cohen, PsyD, MA, ATR 
Thursday, September 17, 2026 
12:00 – 1:00 PT 
Registration opens soon; link to follow. 
 
Dr. Hass-Cohen is an online professor in the CFT system-wide program. She will discuss and provide 
examples of AI-based student assignments that address Bloom’s Taxonomy across the cognitive, 
affective, and psychomotor domains. The presentation will showcase how basic student learning 
outcomes can be achieved without being compromised by AI misuse, and how AI assignments involving 
analysis, evaluation, and creation can promote student relationships, clinical skills and academic 
achievement in online learning. Creative AI-resistant assignments will be emphasized. Examples will be 
provided from the Crisis and Trauma and MFT Assessment online courses that she teaches. 
 

Past Events Available On Demand 

 
  

 

GenAI in Practice: Real-World Integration by Alliant Faculty 
April 16, 2026, 12:00 – 1:00pm PT 
Dr. Jacob Westerberg, Adjunct, CSPP, PhD I/O Psych 
Dr. Beth Kelly, SOE, PD for the MA ABA 
Dr. Kristen Curry, Assistant Professor, CSPP, MACC, Fresno 
Recording 
 
Explore how Alliant faculty integrate Generative AI into courses and assignments. Gain insights from 
their successes and challenges, along with practical ideas to engage students and prepare them for 
future careers. Leave with clear, manageable strategies you can apply to begin integrating AI into your 
teaching practice. 
 

Bytes of Brilliance: Featuring Dr. Danna Abraham  
 
Through creative strategies and personal stories, this episode highlights how meaningful connections, 
student voice, and collaboration can transform teaching and learning. 
  

Resources from the Online Teaching Team 

 
  

 
 

   
  

AI in Action: How Could AI Push Your Thinking Further? 
By Melissa Vervinck, DET 
 
The September 2025 article, AI in Action: 10 Prompts to Start the Conversation, highlighted prompts as 
a way to begin collaborating with AI. This article focuses on what educators can do next, such as using 
AI to support planning, revision, and reflection, not just content generation. For this short, interactive 
article, you are encouraged to try these ideas with an AI tool of your choice. 
 
From Initial Prompt to Conversation 
An initial prompt serves as the starting point for a back-and-forth conversation with a generative AI tool 
such as Claude, Copilot, or ChatGPT. Begin with an initial prompt that invites AI to contribute ideas, 
suggestions, or alternatives. Next, continue the conversation through asking questions, clarifying points, 
or refining directions. If a response feels too general, consider adding more context to the conversation, 
such as giving the AI a persona to adapt or providing additional details, such as the course topic, your 
students’ needs or interests, or available time constraints. Even small adjustments can significantly 
improve the usefulness of the AI’s output.  

https://alliantintluni.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/coursecontent/IQBlTWpOkRXJRLW8xF8f500MAXjhVlOmUGgAGew-H8lCcpw?e=KslgUC&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D
https://alliantintluni.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/coursecontent/IQBX95j737R6Q5Ecy02FiuIdAT7SNiSMAJFGzsyoFfkak_0?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=WPWmfz


   

 

   

 

Choose One Real Task Now 
Take 30 seconds and choose one real teaching task you are working on or will be soon. For example: 
planning a lesson or module, revising assignment directions, creating discussion questions, building a 
rubric, or drafting feedback comments. Keep it in mind as you continue reading this article. Since it is 
June, it might be something you are revisiting over break, or something you are in the middle of right 
now. 
 
Try One Prompt as a Thinking Tool 
Open your AI tool and try one prompt that fits the task that you just chose. Here are a few ideas to spark 
your thinking: 

• Clarify the learning objective: Review the [lesson, assignment, or activity] description below. 
Identify the main learning objective and rewrite it in clear, measurable language using an action 
verb from Bloom’s Taxonomy. [Paste lesson, assignment, or activity description here] 

• Check for student clarity: Read the assignment directions below from a student’s point of 
view. Point out where students may feel confused, then suggest a clearer version that keeps the 
original intent. [Paste assignment directions here] 

• Generate options: Based on the learning objective and task below, suggest three alternative 
ways to approach this [assignment, activity, or lesson] while keeping the same learning goal. 
Briefly explain the value of each option. [Paste learning objective and task here] 

• Generate rubric: Using the assignment directions below, create an analytic rubric with 4 to 6 
criteria that align to the task. For each criterion, write clear, student-friendly descriptors for 
100%, 85%, 75%, 60%, and 0%. If anything is unclear, note what needs clarification first. [Paste 
assignment directions here] 

Read the AI’s response. What seems useful? What feels off? Then, continue the conversation by asking 
follow-up questions. Try questions such as: “Can you tailor that to my topic and give me two more 
choices?” or, “What is the strongest option here, and what would you change to make it clearer?” 
 
Make Sense of the Response 
Use the entire conversation to refine your thinking; resist treating its first response as a finished product. 
Consider: 

• What part of this response helped me think differently about the task? 

• What still requires my professional judgment, and what would I need to revise or adapt before 
using any of this? 

You can also ask the AI to explain its reasoning, offer options, or be more specific. The value comes 
from how you interpret and apply the ideas and the questions you continue to ask. 
 
Take One Small Step Forward 
At this point, capture a quick reflection: “AI helped me most by…” Then choose your next move. The 
goal is not to overhaul anything. You might: 

• Revise one sentence to improve clarity or alignment 

• Save one idea to try later 

• Note a prompt that works well, so you can reuse it later 

• And so much more 
Small steps like these make AI a practical thinking partner in a low-pressure way.  
 
Why This Approach Matters 
Rather than focusing on using AI’s initial response, this approach positions AI as support for 
professional thinking, with decisions remaining in your hands. It also models the kind of thoughtful AI 
use we want students to develop. 
 
Looking Ahead 
In July, we will explore how small choices in assignment and activity design can encourage deeper 
engagement and make student thinking more visible in a context where AI tools are widely available. If 
you try an idea from this article, consider sharing what you discovered at 
onlinelearningstaff@alliant.edu. 

mailto:onlinelearningstaff@alliant.edu


   

 

   

 

Teaching Tips  

 

 
 

Generative AI Prompt Engineering 
 
A great deal of advice has been generated on how to create AI prompts that yield information that is 
both relevant and accurate. This advice covers not only the content of the prompts, but also the process 
for developing and using them. Below is a summary of some of this advice. 
  
Content 

• Be specific: Add context and be clear and concise about what you want, based on clear goals 
and objectives (e.g., number of words, scope, level of detail) 

• Assign a role: Ask AI to act like a certain type of person or someone in a certain role (e.g., high 
school teacher, organizational consultant, forensic psychologist). 

• Use Do and Don’t: Give explicit instructions that set boundaries, define the limits of the task, 
and specify what you do and don’t want in the output. (e.g., Include statistics or don’t include 
sources prior to 2020). 

• Specify structure and format: give precise instructions about the style of the output you want 
(e.g., essay, outline, bullet points, summary, table, audio, image, or email)  

• Give examples: Include an example of a sentence or paragraph that you would like the output 
to resemble; however, don’t infringe on copyrighted material. 

• Consider tone and audience: Provide an idea of who the audience is and the tone you’d like 
to take (e.g., academic paper, newspaper, popular culture magazine).  

• Specify voice: Describe how you want the output to sound (e.g., enthusiastic, empathic, 
optimistic, or authoritative). 

• Specify what evidence to include: State explicitly if you want citations and references (and 
the format to use for them). 

Process 

• Build on previous prompts: Refine and iterate. Start with a basic question and add to it, 
changing words and making it more specific in order to create a conversation with follow-up 
questions.  

• Correct mistakes and give feedback: Tell AI which parts of the output were useful, and which 
parts could be improved; point out mistakes.  

• Try different phrasings and keywords if necessary: Rephrase prompts using synonyms. 

• Ask AI to create prompts or indicate what else it needs: Start with the basic idea of what 
you want and ask the AI to expand on it by creating a prompt. 

• Breakdown tasks into smaller steps: Enter these steps sequentially, one at a time (step by 
step). Use logical order, creating a logical flow of ideas in the prompt. 

• Encourage creativity: Use phrases like “be creative” or “give me a new example”. 

• Ask AI to explain reasoning process: Ask for justification (“Explain your thought process” or 
“Why did you write that?”) 

• Use simple language: Be brief and clear. Avoid confusing or ambiguous words that can have 
multiple meanings. 

• Know when to start over: If you are beginning a new topic that doesn’t reference the previous 
exchanges, start a new chat instead of continuing the current conversation. 

• Be reflective: Reflect on the AI output. Keep evaluating it and improving the prompts. 
 

Additional Resources  

 

 

Nine Useful AI Prompts 
 
In this Substack, Wonder Tools, Jeremy Caplan reported that “New AI models emerge weekly, but 
useful prompts are surprisingly stable. I’ve found nine versatile templates to be consistently useful after 

https://wondertools.substack.com/p/9-useful-ai-prompts


   

 

   

 

 

 
 
  

experimenting with hundreds. They work well even on the free versions of ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, 
and Copilot.” He provided the nine prompts, arranged so that each section has a button that will take the 
reader to the full prompt template and an example. He suggested adapting these prompts as 
foundational formulas for getting help from AI. “They’re customizable recipes rather than rigid scripts. 
Experiment with them. Improve them. Make them your own.”  
 

Shared Resources 

 

 
 

Student Guide to AI 
 
According to the Chronicle of Higher Education, Elon University just released the third edition of its 
student guide to AI, in collaboration with the American Association of Colleges and Universities and The 
Princeton Review. This year’s edition, titled “Human Wisdom for the Age of AI: A Field Guide to 
Cultivating Essential Skills,” encourages students to develop the uniquely human traits that will help 
them navigate the digital landscape. It also includes a self-assessment tool to help students reflect on 
their AI use, as well as a guide for teachers. 
 
You can find all three guides, from 2024-26, which are available for free download here. 
 

Faculty Well-Being and Success 

 

 

Resources to Support Your Scholarship 
  
If you plan to work on research or scholarship this summer, Lafayette College Center for Integration of 
Teaching, Learning, and Scholarship has curated a variety of helpful resources: 

• Productive Scholarly Writing: Strategies and frameworks designed to help faculty maintain 
consistent progress and overcome common hurdles in academic writing. 

• Writing Tools and Techniques: Practical methods for refining the writing process, including 
organizational systems and productivity hacks. 

• Writing a Book Proposal: Comprehensive advice on drafting compelling proposals that 
effectively pitch scholarly manuscripts to academic publishers. 

 

 

Dalia Ducker 

 dducker@alliant.edu 

http://chat.openai.com/
http://claude.ai/
http://gemini.google.com/
http://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/pPGwOHI25jxbHVp_okW4P6JOXsA-UrIlzpKJlkp9YezCwksd076m04hA1llcVBKStkCcN0lQ7JO-iF5L-ySYSTUYBc8kGHRC7lIQFOfFqLdCMjBtf08iIbc4_p7G-SBCzJL3LXG-LadkGtq2BbBT-ZdUmqn7ty8OgixAy72aoPQnPiynOLoDGS9oXuw_Z5uorsfcmaWCofLrAaOVXFeFeIp4TZFLGSznDcOYdQRqhdkAzuT3CqjLKuyE0E-gJ4q7hH8RBtAB3GLudzphDkRFkSZVxdgBEh4I-O5oNSCIXyZqd4cvtcvaLws0fDURBVF0uwkqHTaJBkPFnRGzjEYmeVtj1hNJl01uz2oajN9KBySz1BYthGahvC40A9x3jpIsrrDCokE03x-UrU9FTWbcHMSp2Q4FjQkbIDVSQ9O3a3skxKKMRdHyF5VFsZf3cSvibL60TMFKP2hRdKk/D_rsnxzRcDMR4a7Ky_s3L_VKiv8umplC/20
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/pPGwOHI25jxbHVp_okW4P6JOXsA-UrIlzpKJlkp9YezCwksd076m04hA1llcVBKStkCcN0lQ7JO-iF5L-ySYSTUYBc8kGHRC7lIQFOfFqLdCMjBtf08iIbc4_p7G-SBCzJL3LXG-LadkGtq2BbBT-ZdUmqn7ty8OgixAy72aoPQnPiynOLoDGS9oXuw_Z5uorsfcmaWCofLrAaOVXFeFeIp4TZFLGSznDcOYdQRqhdkAzuT3CqjLKuyE0E-gJ4q7hH8RBtAB3GLudzphDkRFkSZVxdgBEh4I-O5oNSCIXyZqd4cvtcvaLws0fDURBVF0uwkqHTaJBkPFnRGzjEYmeVtj1hNJl01uz2oajN9KBySz1BYthGahvC40A9x3jpIsrrDCokE03x-UrU9FTWbcHMSp2Q4FjQkbIDVSQ9O3a3skxKKMRdHyF5VFsZf3cSvibL60TMFKP2hRdKk/D_rsnxzRcDMR4a7Ky_s3L_VKiv8umplC/20
https://links2.newsletter.chronicle.com/s/c/jHeQZ8MSHnO1wNcqfwZIegoLIDzN9UBEVDQ48Ye0y9GQj0HHnPblI07p8W9C8SYXp3VDiMyXEVKTsfoMIolxmR2GW5gnTMH_Na-rymA_iMQogK4Whk3lGzmr88Yw47HcDESnqEGdVyK5n_20E0CKsh1tLIVI2_uxCIptUBArAA8xcpH7sVhJ3FeY4nYWYDw97sWXzJxXkW0hLUGaDAqZpQwlLXpG-T1IVaohZA-dO0YooVOXDo9_0O4uGts9eR2nJZ0Q4AiLw8byG6p4HC9L0k_glBRjdgTrx9YlzofA4k2Yum4Dw5Hd_L37v9IWT8lfAno9-PlVuaOODM6JOrXWtK8r8cQ1ZNcNwKC-o3x5d_V4JQbu0qaYtyLpdLvQic9aMmx1QjeDBIgEEIZUY-gQpMKtpeBJmJ4wt1Mei-CsffZwFvnVOhy2tUUXY-qn3WTB-ve8dJwiqhD4bt8/dWLe3QyYNNK-c8gFvu8blqpxyb4Nfe1N/20
https://us.list-manage.com/hg_4GgCPs9u?e=a6e257d730&c2id=f895ad045240290c6945ebdbb4ff3914
https://us.list-manage.com/7916bGLv9Rs?e=a6e257d730&c2id=f895ad045240290c6945ebdbb4ff3914
https://us.list-manage.com/8FwlqM8KnU8?e=a6e257d730&c2id=f895ad045240290c6945ebdbb4ff3914
mailto:dducker@alliant.edu

