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CTE News You Can Use

Searching the CTE Site

The CTE website is searchable. A small magnifying glass icon appears at the top right-hand corner of
every page. It allows users to enter a word or phrase to search for a topic of interest. For example, a
search for the term Syllabus yields the following results:
e How to Create a Syllabus
Creating an Inclusive Syllabus
Al Literacy
First Generation Students
Course Ground Rules
Teaching Tips for New Instructors
Instructor Use (Gen Al)
Best Practices for Inclusive Teaching

Future Events
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Teaching Beyond the Template: Turning a Designed Course into Your

Course

Meredith Killgore Villa, M.Ed., M.M. and Melissa Vervinck, DET
August 20, 2026

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. PT

Registration link

Instructors bring experience, perspective, and connection, building on the strong foundation provided by
pre-designed courses. This session focuses on where you have flexibility within a designed course and
how to use that space intentionally, emphasizing high-impact choices that feel natural and manageable.

Using Canvas and Al tools, we will explore practical, time-efficient strategies that can be applied by
anyone teaching in Canvas to:

e add clarity and guidance at key points in the course

o stay visible without feeling like you have to be “always on”

e communicate consistently through reusable messaging

o use feedback and Canvas data to support student progress and real-world application

The goal is simple: fo help you bring the course design and your teaching approach together in a way
that feels effective, intentional, and supportive of student success, regardless of how long you have been
using Canvas.
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Innovative Al Applications Across Learning Taxonomies
Noah Hass-Cohen, PsyD, MA, ATR

Thursday, September 17, 2026

12:00 — 1:00 PT

Registration link

Dr. Hass-Cohen is an online professor in the CFT system-wide program. She will discuss and provide
examples of Al-based student assignments that address Bloom’s Taxonomy across the cognitive,
affective, and psychomotor domains. The presentation will showcase how basic student learning
outcomes can be achieved without being compromised by Al misuse, and how Al assignments involving
analysis, evaluation, and creation can promote student relationships, clinical skills and academic
achievement in online learning. Creative Al-resistant assignments will be emphasized. Examples will be
provided from the Crisis and Trauma and MFT Assessment online courses that she teaches.

Available On Demand

Canvas: Training Services Portal
Access to Canvas training videos and courses

In Canvas, select @ from the Global
Navigation Menu

Select Training Services Portal from the menu
Authorize access to the Training Portal
Suggested Courses: Canvas Basics and/or
Fundamentals of Accessible Digital Content in
Canvas

5. Select Enroll Now and begin the training
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Al in Action: Small Moves, Deeper Thinking
By Melissa Vervinck, DET

In June, we focused on using Al as a thinking partner to support planning and revision. This month, we
shift to student learning and course design, exploring how small moves in assignments and activities can
encourage deeper thinking in a learning environment where Al tools are readily available.

The goal is not to redesign everything or try to eliminate Al use. Instead, look more closely at an existing
assignment and consider how its design supports higher-level thinking. When Al can easily assist with
summarizing information or generating initial drafts, instructional design becomes even more important in
guiding students toward analysis, evaluation, and creation through small choices that make thinking more
visible. When students make their thinking visible, instructors can better see how they are reasoning,
where they may need support, and whether the assignment is eliciting the kind of learning it was
designed to promote.

This short, interactive article invites you to try a few small moves as you read.

Pause to Think of an Activity

Before continuing, pause for a moment and choose one student-facing assignment or activity you already
use or plan to use soon. Select something real rather than hypothetical. This might be a discussion
prompt, a written assignment, a project description, or a reflective activity. Since it is summer, it could be
something you are revising now, updating for a future term, or teaching right now. Keep that activity in
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mind as you continue reading.

Look for Where Thinking Takes Place

Rather than asking only whether Al could complete this task, use Al to help evaluate the assignment
itself. Paste the directions into an Al tool and ask what kind of thinking the task requires. Does it mainly
call for recall and summary, or does it push students toward analysis, evaluation, or creation?

Al can be a useful thinking partner here. You can ask it to identify the Bloom’s Taxonomy level, point out
where students are making decisions or justifying their thinking, and note whether the assignment makes
thinking visible or focuses only on the final product. That quick review can help you see whether the task
truly invites higher-level thinking and where even a small revision could strengthen it.

For example, paste the assignment directions you chose into an Al tool and ask it to evaluate the kind of
thinking the task requires using a prompt such as this:

Sample prompt: Review the assignment directions and identify the level of thinking students
are being asked to do based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. Point out where students are making
decisions, justifying their thinking, or showing their reasoning.

If you would like, try this step with the Al tool of your choice using the assignment or activity you selected
earlier in this article. Paste the directions into the tool, adapt the sample prompt as needed, and notice
what the response helps you see about the kind of thinking your assignment invites.

One Design Move: Make Thinking Visible

After using Al to identify the Bloom’s level and where students justify or show their reasoning, stay in the
same chat and take one more step. Use the same conversation to explore a small change that could
invite more analysis, evaluation, or creation. This builds directly on what the first prompt helped you
notice.

Second prompt: Suggest one small revision to strengthen higher-level thinking without changing
the assignment too much.

Compare the suggestion with your original assignment and decide whether it would help students
explain, justify, apply, or compare more visibly. If it would, continue the conversation and ask Al to revise
the assignment accordingly. Even one thoughtful adjustment can make student thinking easier to see
and better support learning.

Looking Ahead

In future articles, we will continue exploring practical ways to support teaching and learning in an Al-
enabled environment through small moves. If you try an idea from this article, we would love to hear what
you noticed. Please share your experiences at onlinelearningstaff@alliant.edu.

Teaching Tips
Using the Syllabus to Set the Tone for a Course

As students’ first introductions to a course, the syllabus contributes to the tone of the student-instructor
relationship. Setting the tone helps shape students’ expectations for the course; it also can build rapport
and increase student trust, engagement, and sense of belonging, which — in turn — can increase student
success. Here are some strategies for creating a document that serves as a positive and welcoming
introduction to a course:
e Use syllabus content and wording to encourage student engagement.
o Be clear and explicit about course structure, policies, requirements, and expectations (e.g.,
attendance, punctuality, and deadline) and frame them positively rather than punitively.
o Be clear about what students need to do to succeed and how they will be evaluated (e.g.,
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provide rubrics or examples).
o Emphasize what students will learn (not just what they will do) in the course and relate
activities to student learning objectives.
o Use positive and friendly language such as “we will” to indicate that you intend the course to
be a collaborative intellectual endeavor.
o Clarify logistics for communication (e.g., email address and office hours) and invite students
to contact you.
o Promote inclusivity by setting expectations for participation and outlining guidelines for
respectful discussions.
o To build a sense of community, provide opportunities for students to interact with each other
and establish rules for collaboration.
o Use inclusive language.
e During the first day of class, introduce the syllabus and describe the course and your approach.
o Share the syllabus with the students and use class time to address students’ concerns and
questions.
Introduce yourself and share information about your academic background, interests, and
enthusiasm for the topic.
Share your philosophy of teaching and goals for the course.
Learn about the students’ backgrounds and interests
Acknowledge anxiety about the course and discuss ways to get help if needed.
Be transparent about the reasoning behind course design, including policies, readings,
assessments, and other course elements; relate them to the student learning objectives.
Emphasize mutual expectations (what you will expect from students and what they can
expect from you), including providing constructive feedback, being respectful, and behaving
responsibly.
o Discuss commitment to civil discourse and academic integrity.
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See CTE sites

How to Create a Syllabus
Creating an Inclusive Syllabus
First Day of Class

Making Teaching Engaging

Also see Writing a Warm Syllabus for some specific examples of syllabus wording to use.

Additional Resources

Teaching with Al

This Chronicle of Higher Education article by Beth McMurtrie is part of their series The Al Overhaul. The
article focuses on a pervasive issue: “With Al in the Classroom, Professors Are Walking a Tightrope.
Embrace it or reject it, the tool is forcing faculty to change the way they teach.” The article is based on
responses from instructors in a variety of schools and programs about how they have changed their
teaching (including assessments and out of class assignments) in response to ubiquitous Al use by
students. It provides numerous examples of changes instructors have adopted to try to ensure that
students are learning the material rather than relying on Al to do their work. According to one respondent,
“The question should not be whether students are using Al, but how they’re using it, and how to get them
engaged in their own learning.” There is consensus that although the adaptations instructors have made
have required a great deal of time and effort, it is still difficult to determine whether students are using Al
as an aid to or a substitute for learning.

The article is available both in print and as a podcast.
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Alternative Grading

“Overall, alternative grading aspires to recalibrate the way we evaluate and give feedback on students’
work to incentivize learning and effort (rather than performance alone). These approaches provide clarity
about expectations and provide students with the freedom to make mistakes as part of the natural
process of learning.” Beyond the Grade

Oregon State University Center for Teaching and Learning provides a series of teaching guides. These
include links to information sheets on three types of alternative grading. Each sheet includes a section on
(a) what it is, (b) how it works, (c) benefits, (d) advice, and (e) references.

e \What is standards-based grading?
e \What is specifications grading?
e What is mastery-based testing?

For more information on alternative grading, see Alternative Grading on the CTE site.

Faculty Well-Being and Success
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How to Get Yourself Out of a Ditch

In this post on the Intentional Academia substack, Robert Talbert writes about How to get yourself out of
a ditch (When life overwhelms your system, what can you do to get moving again?) He offers “some
guidelines to extricate yourself, regain your momentum, and learn something useful from the ordeal”. In
the face of personal or career setbacks or disruptions, he suggests the following: (a) Simplify your life by
Identify what matters and ignoring all the rest; (b) Be clear about principles, 3- to 5-year vision for your
life, and your 1- to 2-year goals so you can determine what really matters to you and maintain your
personal identity; (c) Take care of your body by monitoring your sleep, eating, and exercise; (d) Do
something small to reassert control over your life (e.g., take control of your calendar); and (e) ask for
help.

Dalia Ducker
> dducker@alliant.edu
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